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ONTARIO 

SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE Libel and Slander Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. L.12 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE INTENDED ACTION 
 

B E T W E E N: 

 

IRANIAN CANADIAN JOURNAL, BIJAN AHMADI, MEHRAN FARAZMAND, 

MOHSEN KHANIKI, and MEHDI SAMADIAN-ZAHRAEI 

 

Intended Plaintiffs 

 

- and - 

 

SHAHRAM TABE MOHAMMADI and MEHDI SHAMS 

 

Intended Defendants 

 

 

NOTICE OF LIBEL AND INTENDED ACTION 
 

 

TAKE NOTICE THAT pursuant to section 5 of the Libel and Slander Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 

L.12, the Intended Plaintiffs, IRANIAN CANADIAN JOURNAL (“IC Journal”), BIJAN 

AHMADI (“Mr. Ahmadi”), MEHRAN FARAZMAND (“Mr. Farazmand”), MOHSEN 

KHANIKI (“Mr. Khaniki”), and MEHDI SAMADIAN-ZAHRAEI (“Mr. Samadian”) 

(collectively, the “Intended Plaintiffs”), complain of and object to the following false, 

malicious, and defamatory publications of and concerning them:  

a. An article published in Shahre Ma magazine by the Intended Defendant, Mehdi 

Shams (“Mr. Shams”), at www.iccma.ca, and published on such further and other dates 

as the Intended Plaintiffs are currently unaware (“May 16th Article”); and 
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b. A Facebook posting published on a Facebook group called “Let’s Talk Iranian 

Canadian Congress”, run by the Intended Defendant, SHAHRAM TABE 

MOHAMMADI (“Mr. Tabe Mohammadi”) and written by Mr. Shams on June 9, 

2019, and on such further and other dates as the Intended Plaintiffs are currently 

unaware (“June 9th Article”).  

1. The Intended Plaintiffs intend to rely on the entirety of the Defamatory Words, including 

all headlines, graphics, and text, in support of their intended action, and all earlier and 

subsequent versions of the Defamatory Words that have been published and/or broadcasted 

and/or republished and/or rebroadcasted in any form whatsoever, whole or in part, by the 

Intended Defendants and others.   

May 16th Article 

2. The Intended Plaintiffs state that in relation to the May 16th Article, the Defamatory 

Words complained of, in their natural and ordinary meaning, and/or by innuendo, are false, 

malicious, and defamatory to the Intended Plaintiffs, subjecting them to ridicule, hatred, 

contempt, and causing and continuing to cause damage to their reputations personally and in the 

way of their office, profession, trade, and calling, and attacking their reputation.  

3. In particular, in relation to the May 16th Article, the Intended Defendants not only 

published defamatory words, they have provided a hyperlink to a previous article published by 

the Intended Defendant, Mr. Tabe Mohammadi, on May 9, 2019, entitled “Supporters of the 

Islamic Republic are getting close to their end”. The Intended Plaintiffs complain of, among 

other things, the following words (as translated):  

And finally the article from Shahram Tabe Mohammadi published an article last week in 

Shahrvand Magazine titled “supporters of the Islamic Republic are getting close to their 

end” about his lawsuit against 4 people running the IC Journal, Bijan Ahmadi, Mohsen 
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Khaniki, Mehdi Samadian and Mehran Farazmand. In his article, Shahram takes honesty 

to next level by naming and calling the supporters of the Islamic Republic in Toronto as 

“army of thugs and mercenaries”. 

 

 

 

4. The Intended Plaintiffs state that in relation to the May 16th Article and its hyperlink to 

the previous article by the Intended Defendant, Mr. Tabe Mohammadi, the words complained of, 

in their natural and ordinary meaning, and/or by innuendo, meant and/or were understood to 

mean that:  

i. The Intended Plaintiffs have fraudulently, and with criminal intent, published  
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false information against people who criticized the Islamic Republic; 

ii. The Intended Plaintiffs are fraudsters, morally bankrupt, and reprehensible; 

iii. The Intended Plaintiffs defame, smear, and disrespect anyone who have differing 

opinions than they do; and 

iv. The Intended Plaintiffs engage in unethical, illegal, and inhumane behaviour, with 

the sole purpose to harm anyone who disagrees with their viewpoints.  

June 9th Article 

5. The Intended Plaintiff, Mr. Ahmdi, states that in relation to the June 9th Article, the 

Defamatory Words complained of, in their natural and ordinary meaning, and/or by innuendo, 

are false, malicious, and defamatory to Mr. Ahmadi, subjecting him to ridicule, hatred, contempt, 

and causing and continuing to cause damage to his reputation personally and in the way of his 

office, profession, trade, and calling, and attacking his reputation and eroding the confidence of 

all those who have dealt with him.  

6. In particular, in relation to the June 9th Article, Mr. Ahmadi complains of, among other 

things, the following words (as translated):  

The important issue is how Bijan Ahmadi deceives and abuses people who are not 

aware and have no experience and put them in positions that are disappointing for 

themselves and the community. 

[Ahmadi] deceived Mehran Farazmand who was recruited to Iranian Canadian 

Congress through I am an Iranian-Canadian campaign and is not going through all 

this difficulty. 

Morvarid is another person who was in same situation. She was attracted to ICC for 

summer job and then after few months she was headed to the board of directors. 

Fortunately, Morvarid was much more aware and did not end up like Mehran 

[Farazmand]. 

I don’t want to bring the case of Parsa up in public again but he joined Iranian 

Canadian Congress as a youth member, and then unfortunately in the IC Journal. As I 

said to Pourya, mosques are respectable places but unfortunately many of young 

victims of ISIS were recruited through these same places [mosques]. We should be 
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very careful for Iranian Canadian Congress not to serve such role. Fortunately with 

the efforts of Shahram Tabe Mohammadi the names of those running IC Journal was 

disclosed on time and the path of Parsa was changed.   

Mosques are respectable places but unfortunately many young who were victims of 

ISIS were recruited in these mosques. We should make sure that the Iranian Canadian 

Congress does not become a place like that. Fortunately by what Shahram Tabe 

Mohammadi did on time [referring to Tabe Moahmmadi’s lawsuite against IC 

Journal] the name of those running the IC Journal was disclosed and that changed 

Parsa’s direction. 

Deceiving and abusing people is inhumane. Even if people are mature lack of 

knowledge and offers of attractive titles can deceive people. The story of Mohsen 

Khaniki, Younes and Sholeh are different to others. But the rest including Soudeh, [a 

bunch of names of people who have been involved with the Iranian Canadian 

Congress] are all victims who did not have experience or knowledge…We should 

accept that the person directing everything behind the scene is Bijan Ahmadi whose 

hunger for power has left nothing of humanity, morality and compassion in him. 

Fortunately, he cannot continue being part of the board of the Iranian Canadian 

Congress anymore after this year. Hopefully we will ensure that he does not maintain 

any indirect destructive influence in this organization and its members as well. 
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7. Mr. Ahmadi states that in relation to the June 9th Article, the words complained of, in 

their natural and ordinary meaning, and/or by innuendo, meant and/or were understood to mean 

that:  

i. Mr. Ahmadi deceives and abuses people, including but not limited to at least one 

of the other Intended Plaintiffs, Mr. Farazmand; 

ii. Mr. Ahmadi is a reprehensible and morally bankrupt individual who has no 

scruples; 

iii. Mr. Ahmadi is involved in the recruitment of young people to turn them into 

terrorists to join organizations such as ISIS; and 

iv. Mr. Ahmadi is a power-hungry, morally corrupt individual, and fraudulently 

induces and deceives other people for his own criminal purposes.  

8. The Intended Defendants, acted with malice in publishing the Defamatory Words, in that:  

i. They knew that the statements complained of in both the May 16th and June 9th 

Articles, were untrue when they published them;  

ii. They had a reckless disregard to the truth in publishing the Defamatory Words in 

both the May 16th and June 9th Articles; and 

iii. They had an improper purpose and motive in publishing the Defamatory Words, 

in particular, to deflect criticism from themselves, and to destroy the reputation of 

the Intended Plaintiffs in the community.   

9. The Intended Defendants have not published a retraction or apology to the Intended 

Plaintiffs. As a result of the Defamatory Words, the reputation of the Intended Plaintiffs, 

especially in the Iranian-Canadian community, and specifically in Toronto, have been irreparably  
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damaged. The full extent and damages suffered by the Intended Plaintiffs are unknown.  

10. The Intended Plaintiffs require that the Intended Defendants immediately remove both 

articles on Facebook and www.iccma.ca, and to take all necessary steps to ensure that there are 

no archived versions remaining on the internet in whole or in part.  

11. The Intended Plaintiffs intend to commence an action against the Intended Defendants 

with respect to the Defamatory Words and reserve all rights in that regard. The Intended 

Plaintiffs hereby give notice pursuant to the Courts of Justice Act that they will be claiming pre-

judgment interest from the date of this notice until the date of judgment.  

Date: June 25, 2019 BRAUTI THORNING LLP 

161 Bay Street, Suite 2900 

Toronto, ON  M5J 2S1 

 

Lorne Honickman (LSO No. 39099H) 

lhonickman@btlegal.ca 

 

Tel.: 416.362.4567 

Fax: 416.362.8410 

 

Lawyers for the Intended Plaintiffs 

  

TO:  PHILLIP J. TROTTER 

100 – 150 Carlton Street 

Toronto, ON  M5A 2K1 

 

Phillip J. Trotter (LSO No. 57594P) 

Tel: 416.580.7445 

Fax: 416.850.5462 

 

Lawyer for the Intended Defendant,  

Shahram Tabe Mohammadi  

  

AND TO: MEHDI SHAMS 

Sign and Print 

6186 Yonge Street 

North York, ON  M2M 3X1 

 

Intended Defendant 
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